INTRODUCTION
THE POEM here presented has unusual value both for the historian
and for the student of medieval literature. Of all the accounts of the
Crusade of Richard written down by those who lived through it, the
Estoire de la guerre sainte of Ambroise and the Itmerarium regis
Ricardi provide the most complete and circumstantial narratives that
we now possess. They furnish, indeed, the major part of our factual
knowledge of that ill-fated expedition. The evidence of an eyewitness
is always precious, doubly so in the case of medieval events, for which
only meager records were kept or have survived. On the face of it, the
Estoire de la guerre sainte is the work of such an eyewitness, and many
scholars have taken it at its face value. As will be set forth later in this
Introduction, the present editors consider it to be a second-hand ver-
sion, based directly on the account of one who had seen the events he
described. We have reason to believe, however, that the existing text
follows the original with so large a degree of exactitude and was writ-
ten at so short an interval after the end of the crusade as to possess
an evidential value only slightly inferior to that of a first-hand account,
IMPORTANCE OF THE POEM
As a piece of literary craftsmanship, the poem stands almost unique,
occupying a transitional position between the fiction of the heroic
chansons de geste and the prose narratives of men such as Villehardouin
and Joinville, Whatever we may think of the theories of the origin of
the epic set forth by the late Joseph Bedier and those who have fol-
lowed in his footsteps, we may fairly assume that the medieval man
accepted as fact the tales of Charlemagne and William of Orange and
Boon of Mayence which furnish the matter for the chansons de geste.
The poets usually took pains to dte their authorities and to surround
their fictions with something like an air of verisimilitude. Neverthe-
less, they told of events that were presumed to have occurred three or
four hundred years before they were born: they were, in substance,
ancient history.